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During the past months, we have seen a form offensive and disrespectful public acts at levels
previously unseen in Sweden. The instigators are individual extremists and provocateurs that seek
to provoke and to stir up tensions. They want to sow division and create a divide between
Muslims and non-Muslims - between Sweden and the countties in the Muslim world. However,

these forces will not succeed, we shall not let them.

Today I met with representatives from the embassies in the OIC region. We had a fruitful and
constructive meeting on recent events in Sweden. For the Swedish Government it is important
that close dialogue will be maintained even throughout challenging times.

We have a long history of dialogue and cooperation to foster intercultural dialogue between
Sweden, the EU and the countries around the Mediterranean Sea.

Let me be clear: Islamophobic acts in any form are rejected by the Swedish government in the
strongest terms. They do not reflect the Government’s opinions.

A significant part of the Swedish population shares the Muslim faith. Sweden has over the years
received a great number of Muslim believers with an open spirit. We have done so in good faith,
offering a new home or a sanctuary, willing to integrate the newcomers, and their children in our
society, even providing governmental grants to religious societies and their work. These
immigrants, many of which are now Swedish citizens, are making great contributions to our

country.

The recent events not only constitute a clear provocation to Muslims, which are an integral part of
our society, but to all of us living in Sweden, independent of faith. The desecration of copies of
the Quran, or any other holy scripture, is a deeply offensive and disrespectful act. It is a use of the
freedom of expression that constitutes an insult to an entire religion. We fully understand that
millions of people around the world have been deeply offended.

Regarding the recent resolution adopted by the OIC, let me assure you that we attach the greatest
importance to it — and are now studying it carefully to fully understand its content. We look
forward to continuing our exchanges on these issues, including in multilateral fora, as indicated in

the resolution.
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	لقد شهدنا خلال الأشهر الماضية شكلاً من الأعمال المسيئة والخالية من الاحترام في أماكن عامة على مستويات لم تشهدها السويد من قبل. ذلك يحدث من قبل أفراد متطرفين ومحرضين يسعون للاستفزاز وإثارة التوترات. إنهم يريدون بذلك زرع بذور الانقسام وخلق فجوة بين المس...

